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COMMUNITY

Hello Henderson 
County! I am your 
new program coor-

dinator for Big Brothers 
Big Sisters. I am grateful 
for the opportunity to 
work within my com-
munity and expand the 
program to new heights.

I am filled with excite-
ment and ambition in this 
new role and feel that 
my hopes and dreams for 
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Henderson County 
will come to fruition.

We at BBBS ask our Lit-
tles and their parent(s)/
guardian(s) what are 
their hopes and dreams. 
Their answers are any-
thing from becoming a 
writer or finishing high 
school to having a friend 
or having the confi-
dence to make friends. 

I want to take this 
opportunity to tell you 
my hopes and dreams 
for the future of Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of 
Henderson County.

My first hope in my 
new role is to network 
with all of Henderson 
County’s schools and 
non-profit organizations. 

It is crucial that Big 
Brothers Big Sisters be 
a name that everyone 
knows and I intend to 
spread the word!  We are 
a vital organization in 
this community and the 
more our name is known, 
the more Littles’ lives 
we can impact. I intend 
to contact businesses in 

Henderson County in 
hopes of partnering with 
them to give our Littles 
access to more activi-
ties and experiences at 
a discounted price.

Did you know that some 
of our Littles have never 
been on the Blue Ridge 
Parkway?  Did you know 
that many of them have 
not been hiking, camping, 
or fishing in our beauti-
ful mountains? I see it 
as my job to help make 
those experiences happen 
for the Littles we serve.

I am also hopeful that I 
can bring the 'High School 
Big' model to Hender-
son County.  Currently 
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
has high school students 
acting as mentors to 
elementary students in 
three of our 11 counties. 
There is such a need in 
Henderson County to 
give students one-on-one 
reading help, homework 
help, and math tutoring.  
These high school Bigs 
could serve between 10 
and 20 students per year. 

In other counties, high 
school students seek out 
involvement with Big 
Brothers Big Sisters when 
they become sophomores, 
due to our presence there 
over the years.  We’re 
having a big impact in 
those counties and have 
been successful for many 
years with this model. I 
am hopeful we can start 
such a program this fall 
in Henderson County. 

I plan to start with pair-
ing one high school with 
one elementary school in 
the county.  Big Brothers 
Big Sisters can serve up 
to 10 children throughout 
the school year with this 

Hopes and 
Dreams for 

Big Brothers 
Big Sisters 

Joey Popp with Andre at a Carolina Panthers Game

Joey Popp of Henderson-
ville, an active member of Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of West-
ern North Carolina, has been 
named Big Brother of the Year 
for North Carolina.

Popp was selected for 
his dedication to his Little 
Brother Andre, with whom he 
has been matched for nearly 
three years.

“It seems like much longer 
because of the many amaz-
ing experiences they have 
enjoyed,” said Jamye Davis, 
assistant director of BBBS 
of WNC. “They have been 
swimming, hiking, tried 
lobster, been to see plays 
at the local theater, been 
to local college basketball 
games, made peace signs 
and marched in the annual 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Peace 
March.”

Popp serves as chairman of 
the BBBS Henderson County 
Advisory Council and is also 
on the Board of Directors for 
BBBS of WNC. He has initi-
ated new ideas and strategies 
that have strengthened the 
fundraising efforts and pro-
grams in Henderson County.

He has made significant 
personal gifts, has sold 

his prize hydrangea flow-
ers at the farmer’s market 
to benefit the program, and 
worked significantly to dra-
matically increase the auction 
component of “A Taste of 
the Vineyard,” one of the 
branch’s annual fundraising 
events.

Popp organized a wine 
dinner at a local restaurant 
that raised $1,200. He recruits 
teams for Bowl for Kids’ Sake, 
an annual fundraiser for the 
branch held this year at Tar-
heel Lanes on March 7.

Last year Popp organized 
a yoga fundraiser at a fitness 
center and spearheaded a 
Major Gift Matching Chal-
lenge. Through all of this, he 
has brought the branch office 
back to financial stability and 
greatly increased BBBS’ pres-
ence in the community.

In a recent essay to BBBS 
of NC, Andre said his Big 
Brother has had a dramatic 
impact on his life.

“If I never had Joey for a 
Big Brother, then I would 
be a lot less active than I am 
right now,” Andre wrote. “I 
wouldn’t get to go to any of 
these cool places and see the 
things I get to see. He helps 

me with homework when I
need it, and we’ve been to
the library to work on my
reading.

“I got to teach my Big
Brother a science word when
he was helping me with my
homework.  It was ‘inertia.’
One thing that I’ve learned
from Joey is that new things
are not that bad, like sushi.”

“Andre was failing science
class and now, because of
Joey, this has improved,” said
Cora Robinson, his great-
great aunt and caregiver.
“All of Andre’s grades have
improved, and he has started
to understand how important
school is. Andre has blos-
somed into a vibrant boy.”

Popp accompanies Andre
to church functions, invites
Andre to community events,
and helps show Andre the
world around him.

“Because of Joey, Andre has
a lot of goals for his future,”
Robinson said. “Andre has
learned to set and reach goals
and that nothing is out of his
reach. Joey has helped Andre
understand his potential and
that he can do anything he

Popp named Big 
Brother of the Year

League members Kathy Trice, Brenda Sherrer, Rachel Poller, 
Liz Hill, and Nan Jennings

Morgan Harris

The League of Women 
Voters Henderson County 
held its February Program, 
“All Things Voting,” on 
Thursday in the Kaplan 
Auditorium of the Main 
Library.

After League President, 
Rachel Poller, shared some 
history of the League’s 
founding 100 years ago 
this month, moderator 
Paul Goebel described the 
significance of the 1965 
Voting Rights Act and how 

it ended Jim Crow laws.
Karen Hebb, Director 

of the Board of Elections, 
discussed election security 
and technology followed 
by League Vice-President, 
Ernest Mowell, on the 
importance of the census 
and Asheville activist, Ron 
Katz, on the vital need for 
fair voting districts. About 
40 community mem-
bers attended and asked 
questions following the 
presentation.

League program 
puts spotlight 
on voting

The Henderson County 
Welcome Club recently 
presented their initial con-
tribution to Charlie’s Angels 
Animal Rescue, the club’s 
official sponsored charity 
for 2020.

In addition to social and 
recreational activities, club 
members vote annually on a 
local charity to support with 
monetary donations, supplies 
and volunteer time.

Charlie’s Angels Animal 
Rescue is a western North 
Carolina 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization of volunteers 
dedicated to saving the lives 
of adoptable dogs and cats 
who would die without inter-
vention. The organization 
operates Safe Haven, a no-kill 
shelter located in Fletcher.

The Henderson County 
Welcome Club is an active 
social club designed to pro-
mote fun and friendship 
though numerous events and 

activities.
 Membership is open to 

both newcomers to the com-
munity and lifelong residents. 
New members are always 

welcome. 
Information about the

Henderson County Welcome
Club is available at http://
www.hcwelcomeclub.org.

Welcome Club helps 
animal rescue group

Carol Dembeck, Henderson County Welcome Club Charity Liaison, 
presents an initial contribution to Kim Smith, Director of Charlie’s 
Angels Animal Rescue, the club’s sponsored charity for 2020.
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