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Henderson County Public Schools
and the Henderson County Education
Foundation have launched a new
scholarship that seeks to close the gap
between students and teachers of col-
or.

For the more than 4,700 students of
color currently attending one of the
county’s 23 public schools, the odds
that they will be instructed by a teach-
er who reflects their own ethnicity is
less than 7%, according to a joint HCPS
and HCEF news release.

That’s common across the state
where 21% of teachers are of color, ac-
cording to the release.

The “Grow Our Own” scholarship
provides financial assistance and
mentors to local students and staff of
color who would like to become teach-
ers and who would commit to teaching
in Henderson County for at least three
years after they graduate and become
certified as teachers.

“The ‘Grow Our Own’ scholarship is
a strategic and collaborative move for
our local educator workforce,” said
HCPS Assistant Superintendent for
Instructional Services Wendy Frye, in
the release. “A teaching staff that’s
more representative of our student
population allows educators to be
more responsive to the diverse needs
of students, and to each other.”

The HCEF has created the new
scholarship in partnership with a co-
alition, which HCPS and HCEF didn’t
name, as well as individual and corpo-
rate donors. “Grow Our Own” is one of
25 scholarships offered through HCEF 
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The U.S. Global Leadership
Coalition recently named Henderson-
ville Mayor Barbara Volk a 2021 Global
Statesman Award winner for her work

to advocate for U.S.
global leadership.

Volk believes global
leadership is an imper-
ative and effective ap-
proach to strengthening
the country’s local com-
munities, according to a
USGLC news release.

USGLC paid tribute to 91 mayors
from across the country during its vir-
tual Tribute Celebration on Dec. 7. 

“USGLC is proud to honor Mayor
Volk because she has been an influen-
tial advocate for strengthening 
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T
he Tree of Lights candlelight ceremony – where family and friends come together

to honor the memories of their loved ones – took place on Dec. 10. h The event has

become a signature event of the Hendersonville Community and Four Seasons

Foundation. h It included stories presented by Four Seasons Chaplains and med-

itative music performed by Four Seasons Music Therapists.

A TIME TO REMEMBER

The Tree of Lights ceremony was held on Main Street in Hendersonville for friends and family to remember loved ones
lost December 10. PHOTOS BY ANGELA WILHELM/AWILHELM@CITIZENTIMES.COM

The Tree of Lights ceremony was held on Main Street in Hendersonville for friends and family to
remember loved ones lost December 10.

Tree of Lights ceremony honors
memories of loved ones

Staff reports Hendersonville Times-News | USA TODAY NETWORK
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American global leadership to support
our communities here at home,” said
USGLC president and CEO Liz Schrayer
in the release. 

“Let’s face it, mayors across the

country are on the frontlines every day,
addressing global issues that are now
kitchen table issues – from the pandem-
ic to our economy – that matter to their
constituents. They uniquely under-
stand that America simply can’t ignore
what happens outside our borders.”

Former U.S. Senator and current
USGLC co-chair Norm Coleman and Mi-
chael Bloomberg – former New York City

Mayor and head of Bloomberg Philan-
thropies – led the Tribute to America’s
Mayors. 

Volk has served on the City Council
since 1989 and has been mayor since
2009. She was the city’s first female
mayor. 

Volk is a professional registered par-
liamentarian and before retirement was
self-employed providing computer ser-

vices for small businesses and nonprof-
its.

USGLC also paid tribute to former
Secretary of State and General Colin
Powell and United Nations Secretary-
General António Guterres.

Video of the Tribute Celebration can
be viewed on the USGLC’s Facebook
page.

Volk
Continued from Page 1A

WASHINGTON – The U.S. went on a
borrowing binge last year, and the
hangover could make it harder for the
Federal Reserve to fight inflation with-
out crashing the economy.

Corporate debt has surged $1.3 tril-
lion since the start of 2020 as borrow-
ers took advantage of emergency Fed
action as the pandemic spread, slash-
ing interest rates and backstopping fi-
nancial markets to keep credit flowing.
More debt held by more companies
suggests potential risks as borrowing
costs rise from currently low levels.

That could create financial stability
concerns for Fed Chair Jerome Powell
and his colleagues as they debate re-
moving pandemic support in the face
of what a report Friday showed were
the hottest price rises in almost 40
years. 

Not since Alan Greenspan’s time
has the U.S. central bank tried to navi-
gate the economy back to price stabil-
ity from too-high inflation.

Powell’s challenge is to curb price
pressures without large costs to em-
ployment or growth, a move that would
likely anger both political parties and
blotch his record with the first Fed-as-
sisted hard landing since the 1990-1991
downturn.

“They are in a difficult position,”
said Jeremy Stein, professor of eco-
nomics at Harvard University and a
Fed governor from 2012-2014. If infla-
tion is more persistent “and they really
have to hike rates significantly, you can
imagine what happens to asset valua-
tions: There’s just a tremendous
amount of interest-rate sensitivity in
markets.”

The Fed’s Financial Stability Report
on Nov. 2 noted that key measures of
vulnerability from business debt, in-
cluding leverage and interest cover ra-
tios, were back at pre-pandemic levels.

But it also discussed risks to asset
prices from a sharp rise in interest
rates that could slow growth and lead
to harmful losses.

Intense market volatility has
swayed the Powell Fed before. Officials
paused after raising rates in late 2018 in
the face of severe swings in stocks and
bonds and cut rates three times the fol-
lowing year.

Financial stability remains on poli-
cy makers’ minds. Minutes of their No-
vember meeting show that a number of
them raised it during their delibera-
tions, as they decided to start scaling
back bond buying.

Powell said recently that officials
would consider accelerating their re-
duction of asset purchases when they
meet Dec. 14-15 to end the program a
few months earlier than mid-2022, as
initially planned.

Wrapping the taper up sooner gives
the Fed scope to raise rates earlier and
faster if inflation fails to ease next year
as expected. But record levels of debt
may force them to temper their actions.

“They may move a little bit more
slowly to see how things develop, and
whether problems do come up in the
U.S. – at least in the nonfinancial cor-
porate business sector,” said William
English, professor at Yale School of
Management and a former senior Fed
economist. “That will be just another
source of uncertainty for monetary
policy.”

The Fed’s emergency response to
the pandemic included unprecedented
support for the corporate sector. And
while the intervention wasn’t massive
compared to some of the Fed’s pan-
demic programs, the backstop fueled a
record borrowing surge at historically
low rates.

US debts
could ‘trap’
Powell as
Fed fights
inflation
‘They are in a difficult
position,’ expert says

Lisa Lee
Bloomberg News
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MAYFIELD, Ky. – Rescuers in an in-
creasingly bleak search picked through
the tornado-splintered ruins of Ken-
tucky homes and businesses Sunday,
including a candle factory that was bus-
tling with night-shift employees when it
was flattened, as the governor warned
that the state’s death toll from the out-
break could top 100.

Workers who had been rushing to
produce Christmas candles sought ref-
uge in what was supposed to be the saf-
est part of the Mayfield Consumer Prod-
ucts factory, but it may not have mat-
tered because the twister Friday night
was so monstrous, Gov. Andy Beshear
said.

Authorities on Saturday reported
rescuing 40 of the 110 people who were
in the building at the time, but by Sun-
day morning, more than 24 hours had
elapsed since anyone had been pulled
out alive.

“It’ll be a miracle if we pull anybody
else out of that. It’s now 15 feet deep of
steel and cars on top of where the roof
was,” the governor said on CNN. “Just
tough.”

Jeremy Creason, Mayfield’s fire chief
and emergency services director, said
rescuers had to crawl over the dead to
get to the living.

Kentucky was the worst-hit state by
far in an unusual mid-December swarm

of twisters across the Midwest and the
South that leveled entire communities
and left at least 14 people dead in five
other states.

“I can tell you from reports that I’ve
received I know we’ve lost more than 80
Kentuckians. That number is going to
exceed more than 100,” Beshear said.

“I’ve got towns that are gone, that are
just, I mean gone. My dad’s hometown –
half of it isn’t standing. It is hard for me
to describe. I know people can see the
visuals, but that goes on for 12 blocks or
more in some of these places.”

He said that going door to door in
search of victims is out of the question
in the hardest-hit areas: “There are no
doors.” With afternoon high temper-
atures forecast only in the 40s, tens of
thousands of people were without pow-
er.

Candle factory worker Autumn Kirks

said she and her boyfriend, Lannis
Ward, were about 10 feet apart in a
hallway when someone said “Duck
and cover!”

“I pulled my safety goggles down,
jumped under the closest thing, and
seconds later I looked to my left, and
instead of wall there was sky and light-
ning and just destruction everywhere,”
she said.

While checking on other workers,
Kirks said, she glanced away from
Ward, who was among the missing
Sunday. “I remember taking my eyes
off of him for a second, and then he
was gone. I don’t know where he went,
don’t have any idea,” she said. 

Kirks was at a ministry center
where people gathered, seeking infor-
mation about the missing. One woman
entered the building weeping, a state
trooper came in with teddy bears, and
a golden retriever was there to offer pet
therapy.

The tornado that carved the path of
destruction in Kentucky touched down
for more than 200 miles in the state.
Eleven people were reported killed in
and around Bowling Green alone.

If early reports are confirmed, the
twister “will likely go down perhaps as
one of the longest track violent torna-
does in United States history,” said
Victor Gensini, a researcher on ex-
treme weather at Northern Illinois
University.

The storm was all the more remark-
able because it came in December,
when normally colder weather limits
tornadoes.

The outbreak also killed at least six
people in Illinois, where an Amazon
distribution center in Edwardsville
was hit; four in Tennessee; two in Ar-
kansas, where a nursing home was de-
stroyed and the governor said workers
shielded residents with their own bod-
ies; and two in Missouri.

Debris from destroyed buildings
and shredded trees covered the ground
in Mayfield, a city of about 10,000 in
western Kentucky. Twisted sheet met-
al, downed power lines and wrecked
vehicles lined the streets. Windows
were blown out and roofs torn off the
buildings that were still standing.

In the shadows of their crumpled
church sanctuaries, two congrega-
tions in Mayfield came together on
Sunday to pray for those who were
lost. Members of First Christian
Church and First Presbyterian Church
met in a parking lot surrounded by
rubble, piles of broken bricks and met-
al.

“Our little town will never be the
same, but we’re resilient,” Laura
McClendon said. “We’ll get there, but
it’s going to take a long time.”

Bogdan Gaicki surveys tornado damage Sunday in Mayfield, Ky., after dozens of devastating tornadoes struck the region
Friday night, leaving more than 80 people dead Saturday in what President Joe Biden said was “one of the largest” storm
outbreaks in history. BRENDAN SMIALOWSKI/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Crews search for the many
missing in tornadoes’ wake
Kentucky’s toll could top
100; at least 14 dead in 5
other states

Bruce Schreiner and Dylan Lovan 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

The remains of Dawson Springs, Ky., Primitive Baptist Church after a tornado
struck the town Friday night. A series of tornadoes that tracked across the
Midwest could rival the longest on record. MICHAEL CLUBB/AP

Dena Ausdorn stands at the remains of
her home Sunday in Dawson Springs,
Ky., where a tornado carved a path
across the Midwest on Friday night.
Ausdorn has lived there for 28 years
and lost two of her dogs, with another
left paralyzed. MICHAEL CLUBB/AP


