
The State Board of Elections held a virtual press conference on September 3rd at 

1:00 p.m. in which they allowed interested citizens to attend.  During the 

introductory remarks prior to taking questions from the press they reviewed where 

the NC election process currently stands: 

·       618,000 absentee ballot requests received so far 

·       Absentee ballots to be sent out starting tomorrow and will continue to go 

out for several weeks 

·       Early voting starts 10/15 - 10/31 

·       In person voting 11/3 

·       A big shout out was given to the 17,000 poll workers ready to assist voters 

throughout the state.  They are still looking for poll workers in some rural counties 

·       Tomorrow NC will be the first in the nation to send out ballots 

·       On election day there will be 2,700 polling locations open between 8:30 

am - 7:30 pm 

·       This meeting did not cover Karen Brinson Bell’s notice to NC Voters 

regarding voter fraud at the press conference 

·       We were told at the end there were 80 people on the call 

They reminded voters waiting for ballots to be patient due to the unprecedented 

number of absentee ballots.  There will be lots of personal protection devices 

including single use pens voters can take home instead of stickers.  They consider the 

logistics due to the pandemic the biggest issue. 

Selected & Abbreviated Questions & Answers  

Are you ready? 



Yes, they have made it through many elections before including during hurricanes. 

They have been preparing for a surge in absentee ballots since the primaries.  There 
have been a few changes in processes, but all requested ballots will be going out 

starting tomorrow including overseas ballots to the military. 

Any additional challenges due to being the first in the nation? 

Yes, they are excited and hope to set good examples of best practices.  They have 

also been exchanging ideas with colleagues in other states.  The change in the 

envelope will simplify and make it clearer for voters. 

Pres. Trump has suggested people concerned about their absentee ballots go in 

person to vote.  Good idea? 

No, this will create unnecessarily long lines and crowding creating a health hazard. 

Instead check the online portal to check the status of your ballot. 

What happens if someone shows up at the poll and is not found on the voter rolls? 

For 20 years NC’s provisional ballot process allows as many votes to be counted as 

possible and allows up to 10 days after election to correct mistakes and research 

issues. 

What has been done to address the unusual challenges this year? 

Additional poll workers are being assigned, including temporary workers, additional 

scanners procured and ready to send where needed in the state.  Also additional 

security has been implemented even in the smaller counties.  There are at least two 

people handling each ballot. 

Where are current areas of need? 

They need about 25,000 workers, the Democracy Heroes recruiting has been very 

successful, but still need staff: 

·       Multipartisan teams at healthcare institutions to assist with voting 



·       Additional assistance at 1-stop 

·       Additional workers including traffic control in some locations 

·       There are a reserved group of trained personnel that have been trained 

and are ready to go where needed 

How will election night work? 

Five weeks prior to election day local Boards of Election will start processing 

absentee and 1-stop ballots by reviewing each ballot to confirm acceptable.  If 

necessary researching and contacting voters with problems and inputting ballots into 

voting machines.  However, they will not be tabulated until after 7:30 election night. 

What about last minute ballots with problems? 

Deficiencies that require new ballots will not be counted.  However, if there are 

deficiencies that can be corrected they will contact voters e.g. a signature problem 

could be corrected with an affidavit which has until before completion of canvass to 

be counted.  Best to vote and mail in early it can take 5 days to receive.  Anticipate 

fewer problems with new envelopes. 

Have you been in contact with the Post Office regarding election day? 

Actually over the last several years they Boards of Elections have been building a 

special relationships with the Post Office.  There are special bar codes for election 

material and often the Boards of elections will fostered relationships with post 

offices on all levels in order to speak directly to the appropriate person regarding 

questions and problems. 

Will Masks be required? 

The BOE has been working the NC Health Department to establish safe practices.  All 

poll workers and workers dealing directly with the public are required to wear 

masks.  Voters will be encouraged to wear face coverings and there will be signs 



asking them to wear masks and masks will be available.  However, no one will be 

kept from voting if they choose not to wear a face covering. 

There has been a lot of talk about fake news.  Do you see this as a problem? 

Yes, the BOE has established a relationship with Facebook and has contacted them 

to remove incorrect information regarding NC election information and they have 

had misinformation removed and a couple of sites closed down when they have 

been brought to the BOE’s attention. 

Finally, the News Media was asked to be patient on election night and remember the 

goal is accurate results not fast results. 

It was an interesting meeting. 

Submitted by Patti Rogers 

 


