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HENDERSONVILLE - The inaugural
“Bark & Bolt” Friday evening at Patton
Park in Hendersonville was one for the
dogs.

Pups and their humans of all ages
wagged their way through a 5k run,
1-mile run and 100-meter dash, compet-

ed for “best costume” prizes, cooled off in
doggie pools and browsed treats from
vendors at the Bark in the Park Dog Fair.

Participants in the races, held on the
Patton Park soccer fields and the Okla-
waha Greenway, had the opportunity to
donate to Blue Ridge Humane Society
and learn more about its mission to pro-
vide adoption, outreach and education
services to the community.

Prizes were awarded to the fastest
humans and canines, and also for best
costumes and best tricks. The event
was put on by iDaph Events and
presented by Hunter Subaru, which of-
fered cooling towels, dog bowls and
stuffed toys to the two-legged and four-
legged, whether they came to race or 

Barking and bolting

A couple of participants and their owners pictured at the 2023 Bark and Bolt 5k held June 16 at Patton Park in
Hendersonville. JENNIFER HEASLIP/SPECIAL TO THE TIMES-NEWS

Humans and their dogs take part in inaugural 5k run 
Jennifer Heaslip
Times-News Correspondent

See 5K RUN, Page 7A

RALEIGH, N.C. – Abortion provid-
ers in North Carolina filed a federal
lawsuit Friday that challenges several
provisions of a state law banning most
abortions after 12 weeks of pregnancy
in the dwindling days before the new
restrictions take effect.

Planned Parenthood South Atlantic
and Dr. Beverly Gray, a Duke Univer-
sity OB-GYN, are asking a federal
judge to block numerous provisions
they argue are unclear and unconsti-
tutional, or to place an injunction on
the law to prevent it from being en-
forced.

Though the law may be commonly
referred to as a 12-week abortion ban,
the plaintiffs argue that it actually in-
cludes additional restrictions that
many patients are not aware of – hur-
dles that will “impede health care pro-
fessionals from providing quality
care,” according to the lawsuit filed in
U.S. District Court.

“Many of these provisions are going
to constrain an already very con-
strained abortion ecosystem in this
state,” Planned Parenthood South At-
lantic CEO Jenny Black told The Asso-
ciated Press on Friday. “And so we real-
ly thought it was important that we
challenged the elements of the law
that do that.”

North Carolina has been one of the
few remaining Southern states with
relatively easy access to abortions in
the wake of last year's U.S. Supreme
Court decision to strip away constitu-
tional protections for abortion. With 

See LAWSUIT, Page 6A
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N. Carolina
providers
file federal
lawsuit
Hannah Schoenbaum
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The League of Women Voters Hender-
son County held its annual Membership
Meeting on June 15 at First United Meth-
odist Church. The keynote speaker was
Dr. Steven Crane, who addressed the
question: “Health Equity: How Can We

improve Health Outcomes for Every-
one?” 

Ernest Mowell was named the new
president of the League of Women Vot-
ers. He takes the place of outgoing presi-
dent, Brenda Sherrer. Sherrer announced
the winner of the Francee Sherman Stu-
dent Award as North Henderson High
graduate Evie Corn. The $1,000 award is

given annually to a high school senior
who demonstrates 

commitment and achievement in sup-
port of the League’s mission of empower-
ing voter and defending Democracy. 

At the meeting, LWVHC also thanked
Karen Hebb, director of the Henderson
County Board of Elections for more than
30 years of service. 

North’s Evie Corn honored by League 
of Women Voters of Henderson County
Staff reports
Hendersonville Times-News

North Henderson graduate Evie Corn is presented the Francee Sherman Student Award by the League of Women Voters at
the group’s annual meeting. Presenting the award was outgoing League president Brenda Sherrer, far right, with Becky
Banadyga, who is the daughter of the late Francee Sherman. PHOTO PROVIDED BY LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF HENDERSON COUNTY
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