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League of Women 
Voters of Henderson 
County looks back at 
busy year

By Derek Lacey
Times-News Staff Writer

With the 2018 midterm 
elections in the rearview 
m i r r o r ,  t h e  L e a g u e  o f 
Women Voters of Hender-
son County is looking back 
on a busy and successful 

year and celebrating the 
launch of its new website, 
www.lwvhcnc.org.

The League announced 
the new site  earlier this 
week, designed as a place 
for members and the public 
with a wide range of infor-
mation on League events as 
well as news and informa-
tion about local, state and 
federal issues.

C o - c o n v e n e r  R a c h e l 
Poller said the group is 

excited about the website's 
launch, noting just how 
much information can be 
found there. The  "Know 
Your Local and County 
Government" handbook 
is included, and is a  more 
than 50-page document 
that Poller said lets county 
residents know everything 
from who their elected offi-
cials are to what to do if they 
find a wild turkey in their 
backyard.

Poller noted the contri-
butions of Jan Allen, Linda 
Hansma, Caren Kessler and 
Nan Jennings in getting the 
website up and running and 
for the successful 2018.

Looking back on the year 
of League activity, Poller 
noted the massive amount of 
work the League did leading 
up to November's midterms 
and beyond.

League launches new website

From staff reports 

Now through Dec. 12,
the Boys & Girls Club of
Henderson County is seek-
i n g  d o n a t i o n s  o f  n e w ,
unwrapped toys for club
members ages 6-11.

The toys will be distrib-
uted to children through
the club’s annual holiday
g i f t  p r o g r a m ,  “ S a n t a ’ s
Workshop.”

“For some of our mem-
bers, this may be one of the
few toys that they receive
this holiday,” said club staff
member Bonnie Gibson.
Ninety-two percent of club
members are eligible for
federal free or reduced lunch
programs.

“We work constantly with
partner agencies to make
sure that children in need
have resources for ade-
quate food and clothing, but
because toys are not viewed
as a necessity, they often
become an afterthought,”
Gibson continued. “Indi-
viduals and businesses in
our community make the
holidays happen at our club
every year, and we are so
grateful for their support.”

The Boys & Girls Club
serves children through
programs that focus on
academic success, career
readiness, positive personal
actions, health and fitness.
An all-inclusive club mem-
bership costs just $5 per
year.

T o  d o n a t e  a  n e w ,
unwrapped toy or make a
monetary donation to the
Boys & Girls Club of Hender-
son County, call 693-9444
or bring donations to 1304
Ashe St., Hendersonville.
The deadline for toy dona-
tions is Wednesday, Dec. 12.

Boys & 
Girls Club 
need toy 
donations 
for Santa’s 
Workshop

By Steve Wong
Times-News correspondent

Let’s all go to Lisa McDon-
ald’s birthday party and hear 
tunes from Ryan Adams, played 
by several of the most well-
known singers and musicians 
in Western North Carolina.

Well, it’s not really her birth-
day party, but it is an annual 
concert event at Sanctuary 
Brewing Co., where she is co-
owner. This coming Saturday 
night will be the third year 
she and friends have pulled 
together a local tribute concert 
to honor Adams, who is Lisa’s 
“favorite musician”  —  high 
praise from a woman in the 
company of Karen Corn 
(Further to Fly), Chris Smith 
(CarolinaBound), and Kevin 
Stipe (The Stipe Brothers).

Lisa’s birthday is actu-
ally Sunday, and this concert 
(coincidentally) always hap-
pens near it.

“We were talking about our 
shared love of Ryan Adams 
one night,” she said, “and we 
decided a tribute/cover night of 
his music would be super fun, 
so we invited other mega fans.”

Adams is one of those 
singer-songwriters who all 
music-loving North Caro-
linians should know. In 
international music circles, he 
is well known and very influen-
tial. He was once on the cover of 
Rolling Stone magazine, which 
as the song implies, is the pin-
nacle of rock ‘n’ roll. But some 
of us might only recognize 

his name from the wake of 
Sept. 11, 2001, when his song 
“New York, New York” went 
mainstream.

He was born and reared in 
Jacksonville, North Caro-
lina,  over near the coast, in 
1974. His music career is long, 
prolific, diverse and, let’s just 
say, a little “checkered.” He 
has played nearly every genre of 
modern popular music there is, 
including country, punk, rock, 
folk, indie, reggae, and hip-
hop, and he has worked and 
hobnobbed with the some of 
the biggest names in the busi-
ness, including Mandy Moore 
(ex-wife), Taylor Swift, Willie 
Nelson, Norah Jones, Minnie 
Driver, Emmylou Harris, Eric 
Clapton, Gwen Stefani, Bonnie 
Raitt, Keith Richards, and Phil 
Lesh, just to name several.

He has produced 16 studio 
albums and been nominated for 
several awards (including five 
Grammys), but so far has only 
taken a Q Award in 2007. He’s 
played in more bands and on 
more stages around the world 
than most musicians can ever 
imagine. He’s done alright for 
a high school drop-out from 
eastern North Carolina.

If you — like me — are not all 
that familiar with Ryan Adams, 
here’s a chance to correct that 
musical deficiency. If you are 
up on who’s who in modern 
popular music, here’s your 
chance to hear some of the 
region’s most popular artists 
honor him with their rendi-
tions of his music. And, while 

there at Sanctuary Brewing, be
sure to wish to Lisa a happy 
birthday. 
Sanctuary Brewing Co.
147 First Ave. E., Hendersonville
Saturday, 3 p.m., Jukebox Jessica 
Stiles & Boppin' Bailey George
Friday, 7 p.m., The Stipe Brothers
Saturday, 8 p.m., Ryan Adams 
Tribute with Ryan Price, Carolin-
aBound, Further to Fly, Letter to
Abigail, and Kevin Stipe & Dan
Ruiz 
Black Bear Coffee Co.
318 N. Main St., Hendersonville
Every Saturday, live music 
Blue Ghost Brewing Co.
125 Underwood Road, Fletcher
Friday, 7 p.m., Mr. Jimmy (blues
guitarist and vocalist)
Bold Rock Hard Cider
72 School House Road, Mills
River
Friday, 6 p.m., Ben Phan
Saturday, 6:30-9:30 p.m., Fret 
Dreams (rock covers)
Sunday, 2-5 p.m., Nikki Talley
Burntshirt Vineyards
2695 Sugarloaf 
Road, Hendersonville
Saturday, 2-5 p.m., Ben Phan
Carl Sandburg Home
81 Carl Sandburg Lane., Flat
Rock
Saturday, 11 a.m., Geriatric 
Jukebox Band; noon-2 p.m, Steve
and Jean Smith (dulcimers);
1 p.m., Sunlight Drive Band; 2
p.m, Lucy Allen and Marshall 
Goers (guitar, banjo, mandolin) 
(special event: “Christmas at
Connemara”)
Dry Falls Brewing
425 Kanuga Road, 
Hendersonville

Friday, 8 p.m., Bill Altman Trio
(Strat driven fuzzed out blues)
Saturday, 8-10 p.m., Brief Awak-
ening (freak-folk, fairy-rock) 
Blissing, 6-7 p.m., Mike's on
Main
Feed and Seed
3715 Hendersonville
Road, Fletcher
Friday, 7:30 p.m., Blackberry Jam 
Band 
Saturday, 7:30 p.m., Whitewater
Bluegrass
Foothills Equestrian Nature 
Center 
3381 Hunting Country 
Road, Tryon
Saturday, noon-5 p.m., Matt Har-
digree (special event: Roasting
on the Ridge)
Highland Lake Inn & Resort 
86 Lily Pad Lane, Flat Rock 
Thursday & Sunday, Nov. 22 &
25, 11 a.m., Bruce Lang 
Larkin’s Carolina Grill
155 W. Mills St., Columbus
Saturday, 7 p.m., Abbey Elmore
Band
Saint Paul Mountain Vineyard
2698 C Greenville Hwy., East Flat
Rock
Sunday, 3-5 p.m., Carolin-
abound/Chris Smith
Sierra Nevada/Taproom & 
Restaurant
100 Sierra Nevada Way, Mills 
River
Saturday, 1-4 p.m., The Berlyn 
Trio (jazz, funk, fusion); 6-8:30
p.m., Scott Moss Band (blue-
grass, blues, southern, country)
Sunday, 2-5 p.m, Rahm Squad
(laid back, luscious, vibrant) 
Southern Appalachian Brewery
822 Locust St., Hendersonville 

Saturday, 8 p.m., Trio de Janeiro 
(trio of guitar, bass, drums)
Sunday, 5 p.m, Paul Schiro
(crooner) 
Saluda Outfitters
435 Main St., Saluda 
Saturday, 5-8 p.m., Darby Wilcox 
(Indie-folk, rock, soul)
The Dugout Sports Bar Grill & 
Taphouse
430 N. Main St., Hendersonville
Open Jam Night every Thursday, 
8 p.m.-midnight
Friday, Fret Dreams
Saturday, Fine Line
The Greenhouse Moto Cafe
4021 Haywood Road, Mills River
Friday, 8 p.m,. The Karolina Katz 
(high-energy rockabilly, blues 
and ‘50s Rock ‘n’ Roll)
Saturday, 6 p.m, Soldado and 
Power Tools
The Old Home Place
4060 North Mills River
Road, Mills River
Friday, Honky Tonk Pride
Saturday, Hammer Down
The Poe House
105 First Ave. W., Hendersonville
Friday, 7-10 p.m., Rick Praytor
Saturday, 7-10 p.m., Bill Altman 
and Katie (jazz, blues, bossa)
The Purple Onion
16 Main St., Saluda
Saturday, Keith Davis Trio (jazz)

Want to be included in “Live 
Music?” Send your informa-
tion via email to Steve Wong 
at Just4Wong@Gmail.com by 
Monday at 8 a.m. for the com-
ing Thursday-Sunday. Don’t 
forget to send details on your 
performing artist along with a 
good high-resolution photo.

L I V E  M U S I C  T H I S  W E E K E N D

Ryan Adams: He’s not playing, but his music is
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The only local non-
p r o f i t ,  n o n p a r t i s a n 
organization serving 
county voters and pro-
viding opportunities for 
members to volunteer in 
support of democratic 
institutions, the League 
this year held 53 elec-
tion-related events. 
These  included  candi-
date events and voter 
registration drives, 
w h i c h  a l s o  r e g i s -
tered about 200 students 
in Henderson County.

T h e  L e a g u e   a l s o 
helped to publish the 
411 Voters Guide at 
www.vote411.org. Res-
idents could enter their 

information and learn 
about races, candidates 
and events, with League 
members sending ques-
tions to every single 
candidate running for 
each office across the 
state. 

S t u d e n t s  a l l  o v e r 
Henderson County par-
ticipated in mock elections 
this year, "hugely success-
ful" events that drew even 
more participation than in 
2016, she said.

The county League also 
handed out voter guides, 
around 750 postcards with 
information about the 
proposed constitutional 
amendments, distributed 
more than 5,000 Vote411 
bookmarks, around 700 
postcards with gen-
eral information  about 
the election and voter 

registration information, 
and more.

"We feel fabulous about 
the work we did," she said, 
adding that the League has 
increased its membership 
and community involve-
ment, and is currently 
very excited about the 
momentum it's gained, 
especially with students.

T h e  n e x t  m e e t -
ing is 4 p.m. Nov. 29 at 
First United Method-
ist  Church, 204 Sixth 
Ave. W., Henderson-
ville. Poller said students 
age 16 or older qualify for 
free membership, and so 
far two have joined.

"We're really focus-
ing on diversity, equity 
and inclusion in abso-
lutely everything we do 
from now on in," she said. 
They're eager to get to 

work on the LWV centen-
nial next year, and to get to 
work supporting reason-
able redistricting reform, 
"to address the issue of 
gerrymandering in a rea-
sonable way."

The League's mission
statement is empowering 
voters, defending democ-
racy, which Poller said the 
League is very commit-
ted to achieving through 
education and advocacy. 
She said it's a very com-
mitted organization, with 
the emphasis on diver-
sity, equity and inclusion, 
and civil discourse about 
bringing people together 
across the political 
spectrum to work as a 
community for a better 
Henderson County, a 
better North Carolina 
and a better country.
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